RUSSIAN OR AUSTRIAN?

monthly periods; that girls sometimes have to wait two
years after the first signs of nubility before they are really
fit to marry; and that it would upset the Emperor's plans
if he had to wait 3 years for a child. But that is not all.
The 10 days' time limit expired on the i6th, and on the zist
the Emperor was still without an answer. His Majesty
cannot understand how it is that, when the Empress-
Mother has given her consent, and Princess Catherine
herself is inclined to the match, a definite answer cannot be
given. These delays contrast unfavourably with the keen
and dutiful attitude of Austria. His Majesty, having no time
to lose, is holding a council to-morrow to end this state
of uncertainty. There was, indeed, at Erfurt, some question
of the Princess Anne, but His Majesty now regards himself
as effectively released, not indeed from any formal under-
taking (for there was none), but from an honourable
understanding based on his friendship for the Emperor
Alexander, by the failure, after a whole month's delay, to
reply to a simple question, and by the inconsistency between
Romanzof 's remarks.

[CoRRESP., xx, 16210. In 1807, two years before his separation from
Josephine (v. No. 199), Napoleon had considered a list of marriage-
able princesses. At Erfurt, in 1808, he sounded the Tsar about marriage
to his sister, Katherina Pavlova: but in April, 1809, the Empress-
Dowager, -who disliked Napoleon, married her to the Duke of Holstein-
Gottorp-Oldenburg. He then asked for her younger sister, Anna
Pavlova, aged 14: but within a fortnight of this letter he is found
offering his hand to Marie Louise of Austria, v. No. 204.]
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IMPERIAL BALLET

TO M. DE REMUSAT, PREFECT OF THE PALACE

PARIS, February 13, 1810.

As the opera 'The death of Abel' has been rehearsed, I
consent to its being played. But it must be understood that
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